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The report is not as critical as was
expected of 11 considering that the
Akademis are faction ridden and
the very often headless National
School of Drama has been crippled
for a long spell with agitation by

dents and siaff. Criticism

been constructive

h an eve (o putting these institu-
back on their feet.

Since government resources are
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has suggested the setting up of a
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The chairman of the commitiee.
Mr P. M. Haksar. has written 1o
leading industrialists who have gx-
“pressed i tributing to
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PRIVATE SECTOR: The com-
mittee has said that the business
houses ahnuld al:o be cnr:our'igul
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the National Cenire for Performing
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groups’ Hh'irat:}d_ Kala Kendra
and the Birlas sclence
mu ms hav rczid\ contributed
o The propa i;,mion and enrichment
of culture. But the Haksar Com-
mittee sces a bigger role for the
private sector in promotion of art.
The commitlee also envisages a
more dynamic role for the Na-
tional School of Drama. It has
pleaded for its development into
an institute of higher learning to be
called the Mational Academy of
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More autonomy for Akademis, NSD

Dramatic Aris.

The committee found that the
courses run by the NSD were
watered down as well as repetitive
because it was felt the students
were not able to absorb more in-
lensive. courses, This,.the report
has said, 15 “absurd” in an institu-
tion meant to provide specialised
COUrses.

The report refers 1o the lack of
leadership in the National School
of Drama. Al the same time il says
it is nol secking to apportion
blame. Students and staff are vic-
tims of circumstances, it maintains
adding that there is no advanced
school where teachers can update
their skills or a living school that
could be a source of inspiration.

There is need, the report says, for
more studios, greater emphasis on
children’s theatre, linkages with in-
stitutions around the country and
abroad. The report also talks of the
need to strengthen the faculty and
have greater discipline. Because of
the national character of the drama
school, it has been suggested that
students should know at least two
languages. The school itself could
have repertoire companies, the re-
port says.

STOP PATRONAGE: Instead of

‘the government dispensing grants

to performing troupes, cultural fel-
lowships it has been suggested
that all this money be given to the
Akademis to dispense. The increas-
ing patronage by the government
has to stop and the Akademis
given greater autonomy.

The three Akademis has done
good work but could have done
better work. says the report. The
other more serious charge is that
they are “too Delhi-based”. While
pleading for facilities and funds for
the Akademis, the committee has
said the Akademis should spread
their areas of influence to rural
India. 1

Thu: state Akademis, it has said,
are “inadequately funded and im-
perfectly administered. Many fun
tion as limbs of the central or-
ganisations”.

The internal bickerings in the
Akademis have 1o be stopped and
there should be a greater sense of
participation by all artists, the re
porl says. A large section of pro-

fessional artists is not participating
in the exhibitions organised by the
Lalit Kala Akadémy or in any of ils
other functions. When problems
like this occur, it has been sug-
gested that some of the existing
committees should be dissolved
and restructured:
There is no reference to Apna
Utsavs or the festival extrava-
ganzas of the earlier regime since
they were not in the mandaie of
this committee. But the commitiee
questions the wisdom of the zonal
cultural centres parading folk and
tribal art forms in urban centres.
SURPRISING: The report says
that not enough thought was given
to the formation of the zonal cul-
tural centres for there were enough
institutions at the centre for
promoting similar activities.
“More surprising is the vast sums
of money given to them as com-
pared to the national akademis.”
The Haksar Committee has nol
asked for the winding up of the
zonal centres “since they have be-
come entities which have made
their presence felt.” It
gested that a portion of the
allotted ‘to them be diverted
creating infrastructural facil
for cultural activities like open-air
theatres and art galleries in district
headquarters and small towns. It
has been suggested that the zonal
centres should take up documenta-
tion and dissemination of authen-

tic folk art forms in association
with the Akademies.
The report has frowned on a

cultural package being tagged to
tourism and information. Culture
should remain a part of human
resource development and should
be incorporated into school educa-
tion, it has said.

Unlike the 1972 Khoesla Commit-
te report on the Akademis. which
fell into cold storage, the Haksar
Committee report, it is learnt, is to
be implemented by the depariment
of culture itself. A small group in
thé department will screen the re-
port and its 168 recommends iions
to see what can be put.hui right
away. A list of the “agreed rec-
ommendations™ 1s to be drawn up
for adoption and those with
finan¢ial implications taken up
with the finance departments.




CHAPTER 18

NATIONAL POLICY ON CULTURE

18.01 The Department of Culture has been engaged in the task of eliciting the views of Experts
Critics Administrators etc. in the field of art and culture for quite some time towarus drafting a
National Policy on Culture. As a first step in this direction, the Department organised 10 regional
seminars in September 1990 at different parts of the country where in about 460 eminent persons
from the field of art & culture, media etc. participated. The recommendations made in those seminars
were compiled in the form of a brief note which was placed in a meeting of State Ministers and
Secretaries of Culture held in New Delhi in May, 1992

18.02 Based on the recommendations made in the meeting of State Ministers & Secretaries of Culture,
an Approach Paper on National Policy on Culture was drafted and circulated among a large number
of eminent persons from the ficld of Music, dance, drama, media, films, literature, education,
archacology anthropology and library etc. The Approach Paper was also discussed in two meetings of
the Parliamentary Consulative Committee attached to the Ministry of Human Resources Development
during August 1992

18.03 A National Colloquium was organised in New Delhi during November, 1992 to discuss the
Approach Paper wherein, a small compendium giving the recommendations/suggestions eic., received
from various persons was circulafed. About 100 eminent persons from the field of media, visual art,
photography, architecture, archacology, anthropology, literature, library, muscums, education, music,
dance and theatre etc., participated in the Collogquium and gave their recommendation

18.04 The Approach Paper has been circulated to all the Members of Parliament and was also laid
in both the Houses of Parliament. The Approach Paper was likely to be considered during the Winter
Session of Parliament 1993. On the basis of the recommendations of the Members of Parliament and
based on the various suggestions received, the Draft Policy will be prepared and placed before the
Cabinet for their consideration

DEPTT. OF CULTURE

ANNUAL REPORT, 1993-%4



