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Arts & Culture

Event of the decade

Marathi production Wade Chirebandi, which premieres on April 11, is undeniably the event of the
decade. Chandrakant Kulkarni has the unenviable and hitherto unimaginable task of getting this 8-hour
triology of the ground, writes R Ramanathan

N eight-hour (yes, 8
hirs) productiion of an

littleness of earthly time on an

(in my opinion) in the

‘once-in-a-lifetime’

event = Wade
Chirebandi will premicre on
April 11. Written by (that
master craftsman) Malu:sl‘!:
et o e r

compared to the !mgc;
dimension of Nepiune-time.

Of course, Chandrakant
Kulkarni through his intensive
imteraction and reading of
El

Chandrakant Kulkamni,
Bombay will witness atleast 25.
30 shows of Wade Chirebandi in
the next 6 months. And may be
more.

It's been a while since theatre
has been in such business. At
least in this country. And if
theatre has to take on the might
of cinematic vision, it'l] have to
be with a grandiose, but ascetic
spirit. And like Artaud (one
hopes) you're not thinking of

pwitha
much more ﬂmgm:mud
observation "Even as the plays
moves from realistic to
expressionistic, th

g buisness. A
p«nﬂmf of English from
Magpur, cach of Elkunchwar's
plays have been modern-day
landmarks. From his one-act
plays ‘Haoli® [ahol law:lumeor
the int

disintegrating slowly and
steadily... which is located in
history..."In a sense, the Indian
stage-version of Alex Haley's
“Roots’. But more private
personal with its own
indigenous brand of

albeit without the playwright's
knowledge) to *Sultan”. From
the full-length *Garbo® (directed

from real 1o symbolic, the
scheme of things from the
specific to the universal, and a
rural village starts to epitomize
a larger global village —
realisation dawns. In a sense,
the message of the play - (there
is none) - is one of attitude. A

by Dir Sh Lagooin
Marathi and Satyadev Dubey in
Hindi) and ‘Vasanakand"
(directed by Amol Palekar); to
‘Party’, 'Rakta Pushpak’ and
“Armakatha’.

Of which, ‘Holi" was later
filmed into an d

And Chandrakant Kulkarni
will have to make it work on
stage. He, and his vast battalion
have the patronage of Awishkar
(the bastion of Marathi parallel
theatre movement) who're

although these two have teamed
up Oni'_v leoﬂllly with Shyam

feature film by Ketan Metha.

award wmner “Yalkot’, It is still

2019 o). 0L

journey of of the mind. A And Party was directed by a curiious duo. Because

monuments, but of ruins. Like theory of life shom of the Govind Nihalani, For the Kulkarni is the small-town
Wade Chirebandi (old stone obviousness of a positive or neophyte angrez who cannot entreprencur who rocked
mansion) a “first time” tmology negative approach.” imagine theatre beyond South Bombay's Marathi stage out of
alongwith Magna Talyakathi And Kulkarni knows, he will  Bombay, Elkunchwar's plays. its commercial 2
(pond) and Yuganta have 1o turn in a viruoso are also available in English, Everything he touches, is a box-
(Apocalypse); or to put £ it performance, if he wants all the  Courtesy Seagull Publications,  office bonanza.,
simply Wade Chirebandi-Iland  above to ring true. Or clse, Calcutta, thinks, this is inevitable and
Wade Chirebands-Iil. Wade..,. might very well be Tt would be intriguing to though his ‘heart, soul and

A triology which spans 35 serving the pharoah of Jote, that Wade Chirebandi groundings are in the parallel
years and four generationsina  gimmicky. emerged from Elkunchwar's theatre movement, it was
small town in Vidharbha. From “1 don't think so,” feels the m'ky nib after a gestation impossible to continue work in Rocking the stage out of its p 'y — Chandrak Kulkarni style
a decrepit house (albeit with raging, amibitous and death!) period of ith 18
strong foundations) to a idiosyncratic energy within approximately 7 years. Wluch and scaling down of budgets. Chirebandi, one can expect Kulkarni, Prashant Subedhar, Yes, and the more one thinks  and metaphorically — only
modern house (with weak Kulkarni, “because these are according to Elkunchwar, ‘And so, a middle-ground had o Kulkarni to leave no stone- Kishore Kadam, Nanda absout t, the more daunting it during the two long intervals
foundations) and finally tothe  three plays with a single ‘sur the first play in which [ﬁnd be . *Which is how d Mahadev, Meenal Paranjpe, seems, The hitherto (30 minutes) or the two shorter
poetic flourish in the [ast part,  they had 10 be performed, myself going out of myself, Kulkarni went into business. ‘childhood hero’ Elkunchwaris  Sachin Khodakar and others.  unimaginable task of gettinga  ones {10 minutes). Or watch the
wherein the remnants (to be together. Yes, it's achallenge.  Jooking at the world with But the good news is - this wholly and whelesom: Allof whom have putinmore  8-hour triclogy together, To play over a period of two days.
read as four characters) of part-  But we had 10 it. Especiaily, sympathy... Wade... is nota young and i accepted by the audienge than 100 days of strenous cope with the practical and Yes, Wade Chircband -1, Il
land Part I1, in an existensialist  since cach of ushada burning  simple family drama. Ttismore  hasn' burnt-out (as yet). He's For this task, Kulkarni is free of charge! theatre problemsin the hurly- & [ITis undeniably the event of
imagery of a wasteland go desire to do something than that, a document of social  tried every trick in the book- backed up a posse of assitant The sets, lights and costumes  burly madness of Bombay the decade. Be theee (and be
‘monologous’ under a clear blue  different. And do it well. The and political change....* and pulled it off, Yes, hisisa directors: Deepa S| : (lots of them) arc by Pradip seems unimaginable. More so,  patient) when it happens,
sky, But how much of itll work,  experience should be similar to As Samik and ticking mind that Neena Kulkamni, Pratima Joshi.  Mulay. Anand Modak is in- when one considers that for mmmmumwu.
on & proscenium stage before that of reading one’s Sandyopadhysy p 3 the payche of the mass and Vijay Kulkarni, who h music, Th Wade Chirebandi th which i bound
the Shamanism of a ‘middle- book at one “Wade Chirebandi, is a close gregation of i d of - Sulabha is Arun ‘Kaka' Kakde, theold s expected to be rooted to their nelrmnﬂw!nlhﬂw
class audience’ is unclear. But With Mahesh Elkunchwar study of the feudal (joint) women wheo flock to the Deshpande, Decpa Shriram, weteran with th awake. Theycan  tradition in this country. Don't
the end is enigmatic, evenasthe  that is possible. Heis the best  family degenerating and theatre. With Wade Vandana Gupte, Dilip his blood group. © relieve themselves - literally miss itl 2
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