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thesimofthe piay, My

Ploywright Devendra Pent’s Morathi play All The Best
it seen os o trendsetter by the theatre world, After
the success o the Morathi version — Shaf Inamar is
stoging  Gujarath odaptation which 100 has been
well-received
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LL The Best, Dovendra
Pem's Marathi play which
has been running for two
ydars. is inching towards a place in

the Guinness Book of Records for
s record! 9 Besides

Hilving wowed audiences in Gujarati
‘and Sindhi, it is now set o make its

dobut on the Hindi stageunder the
‘aegis of Feroz Knan's Platform Pro-

5.

0z Knan, himesell an accorm-
plished director, is thiled about
even though the original playwright,
Devendra Pem, il bo directng the
Hingi ol

Feroz fools al the crodit for the
stupendous success of the piay
goss tothe young drector and wants
10keep things that way. Ho s moroly
the producer and keeps himself well
inthe background whils enjoying

perfomance as much as his
audiencos do.

Speaking about why he took up
this project, Feroz Khan says, |
hadn' laughed like this in a long
o, saw it in Gujarat frst and oven
fow when it throughit augh: that
gives me great joy. Also, all the ac-
fes o taranow. othero s e sat

uring new talent. It
Sy makgonty witen iy
10 write a comedy. partcuiarly in In-

move away from the cliches and
tomfoolery. That's why | docided to
gwve fu control 10 the man who has
created the work.”
‘Acompimentindeed coming from
a commercially successful director
i plays ke Tumhari Amrita and
Saalgrah to his crodi
s is Devenra Pem's first play
is o fluke. Ho ex-
plans s Td hd e o bt o
kgt bow wouk e

sense of demeaning the handi-
capped and that it should be a com-
edy. Final)

Maratm play ge!s ready to s!orm tne Hlndl
stage writes Lata Khubchandani

A scene from the hugely successful All the Bost

Gujarati. Earfier there was  record:
breaking play in Gujarati Ba rotiro
thaye che, which had dono 232
Shows but we did 2421n a year.

n Sindhi, where the best plays
average about 12 performances a
year, we've done 25 shows in six
months. We're opening with the
Hindi version next week and i
are proposals for doing i in Tami,

31, 1993. It 9id 50 wellthat we had
o anather team b0 parom &
‘smutar

et 55 it weve done
795 shows in Marathi with tho first
t6am, 72 shows with the second
team. It has been translated into

8en
broken records practically in every
language. Now Ive becomo clear

sadnoss in

1 think this sort of experience at the
beginning of my career is very
forme.”

About hs 0xperionco while direct-
thatifa
handicapped person came 0 see
the play ho shouid notfeel bad. Thoir
handicaps shouid not be exploited

thefo was an inbuill sonso of trag-
edyinit Buteverytime | iedtobring

quage and

Working with peopl iko Foroz
Khan, Mohan Wagh in Marathi and
Shafi Inamdar in Gujarati has been

fact,

decided to keep it ighthearted. Liko
tha timo when the g asks the dumb
guy to read the poem and he pre-
tonds to have a sore throat and tho

tbut the audience are in spits 50 |
thought, better not get too ambi-
ey

Tho roles of the three handi-
capped are played by Vrajesh Hi
bal Azad and Kkoo Sharda,

git by Mans! Jos, dauter of
Arvind Jos g on
Poraogns. When e Kl
worked out o bo a 4 and 112 hour
performance bt Incredbly anough
even tho actors dint foal . That's
how involvod they woro. I'vo
trimmed it down now to 2 and 172
hours.*

Cloarly, it the igh lovolof com
mitment that has mada Al the Bost
1he success Is tumed outto by.
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