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Theatre journalism invented a new way to reach its readers - the inland-letters
theatre journal. Reporting on the 100th issue of Anand Gupt's inland-letter
journal, Abhinaya (1976 - 1981), Uma Vasudev writes in the Times of India, "Trust
the theatre, with its sense of the dramatic and of course its usual paucity of funds,
to come out with something as effective as inland-letter journalism. The famous
addage of course applies here; necessity is the mother of invention".
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Inland letter theatre journalism

HANE ‘been’ receiving copits

of a Hindi theatre neWaletter
for years mow, It comes almost
regalariy overy forimighl. A nlme
ber of umes | forget' and open
it thinking it 1% a3 letler from) a
theatre group. It v prinded  in-
dsed as an inland letter. The' for-
mat &5 like that. There are only
four papges. Ji i folded oo like
an inland letter, excepd ‘that the
flap #x not pasted ‘bul pushed in
between (wo covers and therclore
becomes eligible for podtal comn-
celdion a8 a registered méwnlefter.
It is one of the most ingeniowns
idcas 10 have come out in a long
time. It means theatre journalism
which' Is inexpensive,” capahle’ of
reaching a vad oty and,
therefore,  striking an indepen-
dent sfance so badly needsd in
every area of creative  funclinme-
ing. Bul that is not the only
thing  about  Abhinay, whose

Culiural
close-up

founder editor is the thin, be-
speciacied  carncst-looking theatrs
man with a cause. Anand Giupta.
Whereas  Abhina atarted n
Delhi in March 1976 and has re-
cently celebrated the poblication
of jte 100N issue, it has provok-
e 3 veritable boom in inland
leater - pournalicm.

Till 1 'scw some ittnes recenily
I hadd not realised that an inland
letter magarne comes oul from
Lucknow called Balrangmanch,
devated af courte o children’s
theatre, Lutknow has.  another
monthly newalelter  “Darpan

Dsihva' which alio adopts the
inland Tetter style. There 1 Suiras
dhar 1n kannada irom  Hanga-
lore. This dispenses aliogeiber
with the elfont (0 look Ike an
intand  fetter. I uses actoal in-

land letters and has s news,
views, picivicws anyd  commenis
printed on them. This 5 a
monthly,

Jawaharlal Nehru  Umiversity
has come pul wuh A UK Vas

= fiation in content bur uses the

same format. It calls itsell Haita
and s ediled by Satya DBhushan
Verma ol Ime  department ol
Japancse language. It mves Hindu
poems in' Haiku form amd not
enly makes ntereying  reading,
bul ako locks intersshing  with
its .short, succinct, intense three-
lined poems spread  ower  the
pages. Finally, there o5 something
a1. high soundina  a% ‘Culivral
Times' coming from Agzra. but It
1 condenved 1n - content (o rsel
the constraints of this new [rame-
work of inland letter joornalism,

Frankly 1 am not so sure that
one should consider this frame-
woik as one wilh constraints. It
poses a challense which most edis
tors would find, and do find, the
most daunting = that of having
to cot short [0 a pithy minimum
all the rhetonic of over-enthusiys-
tic Terary fervour. Abhimay for
intlance includes wm three pages,
inland  letter size, six  columns
and 12 ffems. “The hardest job™,
says Giupa, *is o ool everything
down o pel omtp that  Timdted
space.” Harder stifl 1 to lorpe
a new felegraphic style. But that
it precizely what is happening.
And it iz afl happening in Hindi
here and m other regonal langu-
apes down South.

I am sure if's the kind of thing
that could be taken up A< &
communication mediom for other

fields as well. Trust the iheaire,
with ns sease of ihe dmmabc
and’ of cousse its wiual pauchy. of
funds, 10 come oul with somes
thing as effective as inland-letter
journalism, Ihe famous adage of
coarss applics here; - necessity is
the. mother of invention,

Mothing could bhe more come
pulsive than the dedire to com-
municale. o f the muosician 14
fecling frustrated, © the politician
af a loss tor a forum, the dang-
¢rs and the painters full of things
to say and nowhere to fay them
in, here i a way out — 1o reach
out  and beyond,  wath  Tinle
money and a lot of imagination,

But it this sounds like easy
communication at little cost, that's
alio mot correct. Anand Gupla
is already weighed under with
the money required to kecp this
Abhinay going. They have iniro-
duced tiny Little panels  [or ad-
vertieemenis in the middle pages,
a little bannér advertisement on
the top, and a hall-page adwver-
titement for the botiom ‘hail of
where one usually writes (he ad-
dreis an an inland Jetter. Abhinay
even: manages to have  special
isswes, the most memorable boing
the one on Mohan Rakesh, T
commemaoration  volume, more
conventfonal  and a sald 12K

ges  dramatically  bound, in
fack and white, i the result
painviaking efford over the years
m edtablithing a4 rappart  with
theaire poople. But Gupta. Iike
T am sure hit counlerparis .in
other areas, now feels the need
{or some suppo.

Where can it come from? A
business house which waniz ta
patronise theatre activity? Sanzeet
Matak  Akademi?  Sahnya Kala
Parishad? The education minss
try? Well, why not?

UMA YASUDEV



